Our school Iora\fldo,s a broad and balanced education that is relevant, engaging
and challengmg whilst meeting the needs of our puloils. It aims to furnish them
with the skills, knawledge and understandmg they will need in preparation for
their future lives, to be resloectful, caring, creative and ambitious citizens in
our local and 9lobal community.

READING AT SANDFORD

We believe readlng is central to Qvergthlng. It is the /eey to leammg and achlew’ng your
aspirations. In life, words are all around us and it opens up new worlds if we can read
fluently. Readlng is important for leammg but also for Ioleasure; it is a great escape
into other worlds, other Ioeaple’s lives and our imagination. It can inspire us all in so
many ways. Our Readmg Charter demonstrates our commitment to every child in their
reading journey.



Every child has the right to .

1. Read for the joy of it

2. Access NEW books i schools, libraries
and bookshops

3. Have advice from a tramed librariaw or
book=eller

4, Own their OWN book

5. See themselves reflected wm a book

. Pe read alond to

F. Have some choice m what they read

?.  Pe creative for at least fifteen mivites
a week to show a stoery

4. Pe given the skills to articulate and
communicate their understanding

10. Have a place to read o

epeding.
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WHAT DOELS READING LOOK LIKE AT SANDFORD?

HOW DO WE TEACH READING?

Reading is central to our curriculum and each child’s leammg —ifa child cannot read
fluently and with understanding, they will not achieve as they should in other subjects.
It is because of this that we place such an importance on reading at Sandford.

The texts that are used in English lessons are Iolc/eed for their quallt&/ and are learnt bH
heart to enable strong understandmg of the structure, vocabulary and stylo, — see our
WRITING 5ué/ecz‘ Offer. Our Susloendo,d Curriculum weeks at the start of the school year
celebrate a whole school focus on a book — in recent years we have ex,olored Here We

Are’ by Oliver J'effers, The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds and The Invisible’ by Tom Percival.

The class story is carefully chosen with speciﬁc criteria in mind: 1. Elicits a response 2.
Has a strong narrative structure 3. Extends vocabulary L. Connects with somethlng they
know 5. Has mtrigumg illustrations. It mtght also be fram the relevant Laureate Award
list.



As a readtng and tal/emg school, we maximise every opportunity to encourage and engage
in readlng. These include:

e eond of the daH story tellmg;

. lndeloendent choices and readlng time;

. 9ulded read[ng in small groups;

e accessible topic related books

. meanlngful and relevant reading across the curriculum;

o annual Laureate Award for each individual year groups;

. demonstratmg staff as readers;

e World Book Day, within our Big Read Week;

o story tellmg sessions for groups and individuals throughaut the year;

. readmg buddies, lncluding peers, adults and dags;

e Readathon & Ready Steady Read;

. vislting authors and Writtng Wor/eshops.

Children have access to the School Library which is stocked with a range of fiction and
non-fiction books, allowmg them to choose what theH are interested in, even if it is not
fully decodable alone. Online, dlgital content via sites such as GetEplc, also Ioraw’de a
range of different texts for children, ensuring access to books even when the school is
shut out of term time. Teachers demonstrate a love of reading and each classroom
dis,olays a teacher and class reading poster. We alsoc have a group of dedicated
volunteers who share books with children and Iorovide 1:1 reading opportunities.

READING IN THE EARLY YEARS AND KEY STAGE 1

In £Y & KSI, we focus on teaching children the fundamental skills of reading, often
known as }ohonlcs’. We use the systematic synthetic Ioh(mics programme (SSP) developed
by our local English Hub called ‘Unloc/emg Letters and Sounds’. Each morning, children
across Ashton and Braeburn are 5Iollt into their year groups and taught a new sound,
with the week's leammg reviewed on a Frlday. The staff are consistent in the style and
learru‘ng a,oproach and follow the dictated structure of the lesson. These lessons are
aploroxtmately 20 minutes in length, with opportunities later in the day to reinforce this
new learning for those that require it. When Year 2 children finish the phonlcs
programme, they will progress to spelling rule lessons, in preparation for KS2 spelllng
lessons.

Each child will be given a readmg book to take home that is fully decodable and linked
to the phase that they are leammg; they will /eeelo this book for the week to offer them
the opportunity to become familiar and confident with the words and Iohonetlc
/enowledge. When children have completed Phase 5, they will work through the ‘book
band’ colours of turquotse, purple, gold, white & lime. In addition, they will have access
to another book that fosters their interest, enjoyment and preference. This will be chosen



from the Library and will often not be samething they can read alone, but would provtde
an opportunity for book talk’ with an adult at home.

Guided Readlng sessions Iorow’de ancother chance for a member of staff to hear a child
read and check their comlorehension of dcfferent texts. Groups are regularly reviewed
to ensure a similar abillty and phcmettc /enowledge to tailor the text and teachtng.

READING IN KEY STAGE 2

On entry to KS2, children will review phase 5 of Letters and Sounds as they begin the
KS2 sloelling programme which meets the requirements of the Year 2-6 National
Curriculum 2014 programs of study (transcription and Engllsh a,oloendtx | — sloelling) with
reference to Year | spellt‘ng requirements to ensure clear progression. This begins with
spellmg patterns and relevant words, leadlng on to an Lndependent investigation and
aplollcatlon of sloellmg rules. Redstreak also have useful sound cards available to support
with spellmg and benefit from regular intervention sessions. Alongslde the phonlcs and
spellmg lessons, the KSI common exception words and statutory words for Years 3 & L
and Years 5 & 6 are also taught and ex,olared.

The book phase system continues in LKS2, until children are able tofreely choose their
reading material that demonstrates a broad and balanced readmg diet of genre and
challenge. The Laureate Award. lists are used as a starting Ioomtfar inspiration for home
learner texts.

Wee/el&/ comprehenslon lessons show a progression across the school, and the emphas[s
in KS2 develops from 9aad oral understandlng of the text into written responses using
sentence stems to show a deeper understandmg of the text and its vocabulary (This
means that; | know this because; The author wants me to think). Homework is also
occaslanally set with a com,orehenslon focus, as well as poetry recital and performance.

While whole books are no longer used as a base for l:_ngllsh lessons, they Iorow’de
opportunities to engage with challengmg texts, richer \focabulary and to delve dee/oer
into mferenttal and deductive style qguestions.

HOW WE ASSESS READING

Comprehensian skills are carefully sequenced across the classes to build on previous
learm‘ng across the school to ensure Ioup[ls meet the National Curriculum requirements
for the end of each Keg Stage, developmg their expertise in areas such as retrieval,
inference, deduction and authorial intent. This allows each class teacher to dive deelo
into each aspect of readlng and ensure the children really know and remember what
they are do-mg for the next stage in their learning.

We assess children's readmg skills thraugh different a[oloroaches across the year. At the
start and end of the year, children camlolete the Hertfordshire Readlng Test, which



provides a standardised score and a relevant readtng age. This is used as a starting
pomtfor class teachers to plan intervention support. In EY & KSI, children are mformally
assessed at the end of their phon(cs session to see whether additional teachlng is
req,uired before the next lesson. This is also built upon durmg Guided Readlng sessions.
In KS2, com,orehenslon lessons Iorovlde formative assessment opportunities for teachers
which inform planntng and L‘dentify the need for any additional interventions.

Summative assessments are campleted towards the end of each main term (Christmas,
Easter and Summer), with additional assessments as requlred in Year 2 and Year 6 in
preparation for the end of KQH Stage SATs (even with the optiona[ nature of KS1 SATs

fram now). KS2 classes also complete a spellmg test WQQ/C[H.

HOW WE HELP CHILDREN WHO FIND READING
DIFFICULT

We use Iohoru‘c interventions for children who have gaps in their reading knowledge,
from Ashton up to Dabinett. These sessions can be in small groups or Lndlw’dually, based
on a childs need. 77’1Q,H are led bH a trained member of staff who is in constant
communication with the class teacher to ensure the r[ght support is in Iolace. 771@3 will
also access more opportunities to read with adults, both members of staff and volunteers
who have been given 9uidance on how best to engage and encourage their readers.

Throughout the year, we pair classes up to share a story and let everyone become a
staryteller, regardless of their abilitH. We also encourage the use of resources to support
readlng, such as coloured o\fo,rlags and access to digital content which every child is
able to utilise.

HOW PARENTS AND CARERS CAN HELP THEIR
CHILDREN WITH READING

Reading is /eey to a child’s learning and sharlng this, and being read to, fosters an
enthusiasm and love of readlng. While at school we teach the skills children need to
read ﬂuently and understand what they have read, readlng at home /orow'do,s vital
practise that will build their confidence in these skills. Reading and repeating their
phanlcs at home regularly will benefit your child meensely. Our expectation is 5 days
of read(ng a week, but this can be any form of readmg — comics, magazines, newspapers,
the same book mult(,o[e times (in EY & KS1), as well as non-fiction books. Developlng a
varied readéng diet is just as important as regular readlng.

In addition to collaborative reading, as/emg questions about the text is Lndlspensable.
Questions that check understandmg of what they have Just read, as well as those that
allow children to have an opinion of the text, will enhance a child’s awareness and
comp rehension.



For Qxam,ole: What is yourfavaurite part so far? Can you guess what will halopen next?
Which character do you like the best? WhH do you think the character did that? WhH

mlght the author have written it in that Way?

Parents of Early Years children starting at Sandford are invited to a phomcs Wor/esholo
that introduces our program to pravide an awareness and understandmg of what their
children will be leaming. Durmg the induction process, parents are also encouraged to
share books with their pre—schaalers, lncludmg as/emg guestions, follovw‘ng the text with
their fmgers, dtscussing the pictures/ stary/ information and ma/emg predicttcms.

At the start of each year, all parents are sent a letter exlolammg our Readlng
expectations and the National Curriculum Exloectatlons for that year group are outlined.
Each child is also then sent home with a ‘comlorehenslon guestlon’ boockmark to he[lo
parents with the types of guestions they could ask duréng daily readtng. These follow
the use of our ‘Reading Dogs' for the different comprehension skills.

Class teachers will be able to pravide additional support and guidance if required, as
well as videos on class Webpages that demonstrate good starytelllng.

HOW WE CELEBRATE READING

Children that read regularly are Ioralsed within class with Work Marks and other rewards
relevant to the age group. Book reviews, alongside Iohotogralohs of the child, are often
d[slolayed in the llbrary to celebrate those that are com,oletmg books and provide
recommendations for others.

At Sandford, we have a Laureate Award for each year group consisting of 50 books,
which are a range of fiction, non-fiction, poetry and picture books. Children will be
challenged to read as many of these books as possible, with a celebration for each 10
and reward upon com,oletion. The books are age appropriate and offer a wide variety
of genres and topics.

Each year in March, we take part in World Book Day and use the month to celebrate
reading with a range of different activities and experiences. Durmg the year, we
welcome authors in, both local and more well-known writers, often with opportunities
to Iourchase a new book too.

We take Ioart in sloonsored reads, such as Ready Steady Read and Readathon, with
rewards for individuals as well as benefitm the school’s ltbrary.




