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Child on Child Abuse Including Protected Characteristics 

and our School Curriculum 

 
What is it? 

Child on child abuse is unwanted behaviour which a person finds offensive, humiliating, hurtful or 
behaviour that makes them feel intimated. It can happen in isolation or can take place alongside 
other forms of discrimination. This form of behaviour can take place in person and also online. 

This unwanted behaviour (that will not be tolerated at Sandford Primary School) could materialise 
as: 

• Spoken or written words 
• Offensive / hurtful emails or comments on online platforms. 
• Images or graffiti 
• Physical gestures 
• Jokes and banter 
• Control in relationships 
• Physical abuse (hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical 

harm (this may include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages 
physical abuse); 

o causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing 
someone to strip, touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a 
third party (This also includes inappropriate pictures of themselves or others); 

• Upskirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without them 
knowing, which causes the victim humiliation, distress or alarm. 

• Sexting (known as youth produced sexual imagery) and 
• Initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving harassment, 

abuse or humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group and may also include 
an online element). 

The OFSTED Review (June 2021) Review of sexual abuse in schools and colleges – GOV.UK 
(www. gov.uk), says that schools should have: 

‘a carefully sequenced RSHE curriculum, based on the Department for Education’s (DfE’s) 
statutory guidance, that specifically includes sexual harassment and sexual violence, including 
online. This should include time for open discussion of topics that children and young people tell 
us they find particularly difficult, such as consent and the sending of ‘nudes.’ 

Our Jigsaw curriculum meets these criteria in an age appropriate way. At Sandford Primary 
School, we understand the importance of understanding how to treat one other, different forms of 
relationships, consent, respect for others and privacy, and how it is integrated into our PSHE 
curriculum to support later, more specific work on this as children get older. Concepts are 
sequenced and interwoven in an ‘age and stage’ manner through Jigsaw materials, allowing for 
content to be revisited and built on in further depth at appropriate points in their learning. 

Children in our school know what a good friendship comprises of and what constitutes a healthy 
relationship. Not only is this taught through our Assemblies Programme but in Upper Key Stage 2, 
children explore further in what a healthy relationship looks like with a boyfriend/girlfriend and also 
includes same sex relationships. 



 

Jigsaw Approach to Safeguarding and Consent  

https://avanti.org.uk/avantipark/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2021/06/Jigsaw-PSHE-3-16-
Approach-to-Safeguarding-and-Consent.pdf 

This article was written in reference to Keeping Children Safe in Education (September 2020) and 
Working Together to Safeguard Children (July 2018) and is still relevant in relation to the most 
recent update to the former in September 2021. It explains the content and approaches used in 
Jigsaw that are used to support children in these sensitive and important areas of learning which 
can then be linked to other approaches used in the school. Jigsaw carefully considers what to 
teach when, what is appropriate to teach explicitly and what messages are given implicitly. The 
aim is to empower pupils to understand that the world may sometimes present threats to their 
safety and to know how they can protect themselves from these, and to do this in a way that does 
not cause distress or fear. Jigsaw also builds the underlying resilience and skills needed to 
assertively protect themselves.  

The Jigsaw overview of where Jigsaw meets the statutory guidance for RSHE. 
https://jigsawpshe.com/hubfs/What-do-Primary-Schools-in-England-have-to-teach-for-statutory-
Relationships-Education.pdf Many of the statutory statements for RSHE in the DfE Guidance from 
2019 relate directly or in a contributory way to the topics of peer-on-peer abuse and sexual 
harassment. The RSHE overview document shows you in which specific lessons this statutory 
content is taught in an age and content appropriate manner. 

Protected Characteristics: 

It is important that all children have an understanding of the world they are growing up in, having 
learned how to live alongside, and show respect for, a diverse range of people. It is important our 
children are equipped to do this. 

How Protected Characteristics are taught through Jigsaw: 
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1. If children find themselves in position where they are faced with Child on Child Abuse, 
bullying or any kind of discrimination we encourage children to talk to someone: 

o A teacher 
o Senior Leader / Headteacher 
o Any member of staff they trust 
o A parent 
o A friend 
o Safeguarding Leads 
o Walter the Worry Monster 
o THEY MUST NOT KEEP IT TO THEMSELVES, THEY MUST TELL SOMEONE. 

We have a child-friendly version of our Safeguarding Policy, shared with all pupils.  

2. As a school, the trusted adult will: 

o Inform the Designated Safeguarding Lead or member of SLT, where appropriate 
o Review the incident and identify if other pupils were involved. 
o Decide appropriate sanctions and/ or support based on school rules/ guidelines. 
o Inform parents/ carers if serious or persistent incident. 
o Review school procedures/policies to develop best practice. 

3. Children will never be made to feel they are causing a problem and that their concerns are 
valid. They will not be judged and staff will always be honest. They listen carefully. 
 

4. Children from a very early age at Sandford Primary School, understand confidentiality. Our 
Jigsaw charter promotes confidentially, but children are fully aware that this cannot be 
promised if someone is in danger or unsafe. 

Useful links and further help: 

www.childline.org.uk 

www.kooth.com 

 

 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.kooth.com/

